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Despite the local and national recession causing Phoenix’s economy to decline further 
and faster than anticipated last year, the Phoenix film industry has remained relatively 
consistent in regards to the number of projects filmed and the jobs created over the past 
fiscal year (July 2009 to June 2010). 
  
The Phoenix Film Office issued 146 film permits for all types of projects including, but 
not limited to: feature films, commercials, still photography, documentaries, music 
videos, corporate/industrial films and web casts.  Overall, Greater Phoenix attracted 380 
film projects to the Valley and employed 3,796 skilled technicians and actors, shot for 
1,653 days and accumulated 5,253 hotel nights.   
 
The overall economic impact resulted in $24,568,857 spent in our local economy on 
wages, construction materials, equipment rentals, retail stores, accommodations, car 
rentals and many other businesses not specific to the film industry, but still affected by 
the positive economic impact of film.   
 
While the economic figure is impressive, it is $9.5 million lower than was reported in the 
previous fiscal year. There are a multitude of factors that could have caused this decline, 
but considering that the number of projects and jobs created are relatively consistent over 
a two year span, one could deduce that the average budget per project has simply 
decreased.  This is similar to what is happening across all industries where businesses are 
incorporating a “tightening of the belt” and “do more with less” approach. 
 
Feature films shot in Phoenix always provide great exposure for the city, and the Will 
Ferrell film Everything Must Go is a prime example.  The Phoenix Film Office began 
working with the producers of the movie in January 2010 and the project committed 
shortly thereafter.  While most productions utilize multiple locations when filming, this 
project was unique in that it required an entire neighborhood as one of the characters.  
After scouting around the Valley, the producers selected the Arcadia neighborhood 
(whose residents were very accommodating) as the backdrop for the story and filmed 
from March into late April.  The production company established their production offices 
within Arcadia and, as a result, purchased most of their expendables, food, construction 
materials, clothing, etc. with neighboring businesses that would not normally participate 
in the movie making industry. 
  



Sadly, the tremendous economic benefit by way of tax revenue and job creation to the 
city from large feature films will soon decline.  The Motion Picture Incentive Program 
(MOPIC), administered by the Arizona Department of Commerce, offers incentives to 
production companies in the form of tax credits equaling up to 30 percent of their dollars 
spent in Arizona with a cap of $9 million per project.  Unfortunately, MOPIC is 
scheduled to sunset on Dec. 31, 2010 and SB1409 (which would have extended the 
program with some alterations) was not passed by the Arizona Legislature.  What does 
this mean?  Quite simply that movies which would have qualified for our program and 
shot in Arizona will now move to other states that offer incentives.  It is also important to 
note that major projects utilizing MOPIC only constitute 0.4 percent of all film projects 
that have occurred locally since June 2006, but account for 28 percent of the economic 
benefit. 
 
This year, the Phoenix Film Office will again work with other Arizona cities and 
interested parties on passage of a bill that would promote filming in our state.  This will 
lead to increased tax revenue and job creation for not only Phoenix, but all of Arizona. 
 
All data was compiled based upon surveys sent to productions that filmed in Phoenix and local production 
companies.  En lieu of completed surveys, economic impact estimates were based upon the Association of 
Film Commissioners International “Tracking Production Revenue: Direct Spending for On-Location 
Production (US Dollars).”   No multipliers were used.  Job creation and hotel nights are listed as reported, 
estimates are not utilized. 
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Economic Impact of Filming in 
Greater Phoenix

2009-2010 Fiscal Year           
(July to June)

Prepared by the Phoenix Film Office
a/o 7/15/10

Total Projects Shoot Days Total Dollar Amount Total Local Crew Total Local 
Talent Hotel Nights

2nd Unit 2 5 $67,500 1 0 1

Commercials 123 285 $8,059,847 1,343 661 827

Documentary 23 82 $413,412 79 3 9

Educational 11 17 $169,267 35 12 4

Feature - Studio/Indie 11 178 $7,050,232 122 100 1,527

Industrial/Corporate 66 236 $1,454,512 268 35 49

Music Video 3 6 $79,300 28 30 10

PSA 4 4 $44,038 37 10 30

Reality 4 182 $1,365,000 62 60 1,936

Short 1 2 $10,000 27 3 0

Still Photography 42 164 $912,686 108 171 319

Student Film 10 12 $12,220 17 11 0

TV Series 2 105 $787,500 0 0 0

TV Special 51 305 $3,862,914 129 187 528

Webcast 27 72 $280,429 139 118 13

TOTALS 380 1,653 $24,568,857 2,395 1,401 5,253

3,796



2009-2010 Phoenix Film Office    

Year End Highlights

Television Commercials

After Armageddon APS

After the First 48 Arizona Lottery

America's Most Wanted Assurance Cell Phone

Andrew Zimmern Bizarre Foods Banner Health Care

Biggest Looser Blue Diamond Almonds

Brat Camp: Teens out of Control Cable One

Chefs vs. City Casino Arizona

Copland Chris Powell Fitness

Cut in Half Circle K

Deadly Women 4 Clean Air Campaigns

Downsizing DeFence

Family Dynamics Discreet Bankruptcy

I shouldn't be Alive Dish Network

Love Decoy GMC

Man vs. Food Intel

My First Place JG Wentworth

Policewoman 2 John C. Lincoln

Profilers Law Tigers

R.I.P. How People Deal With Death Midfirst Bank

So You Think You Can Dance Milwaukee Brewers

Sunset Daze Oakland A's

Supernanny Pure Silk

The Auctioneers Red Bull

Wife Swap SCF Insurance

Subaru

Still Photography United Way

2k Sports Game Vitamin Water

Antigua Watell and York

BAE Systems

Big Brothers, Big Sisters Feature Films

Budweiser Armor of God

Byrnt Organic Clothing Everything Must Go

Discount Tire Green Guys

Gatorade Queens of Country

King Size Valley of the Sun

Lincoln

My Ford

Nike

Petsmart

Purina Mighty Dogs

Super Shuttle

Trek Bikes




